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The same impartial witness adds: cc. . .Mme Du
Barry's power increased even beyond the Marquise
de Pompadour's most brilliant days. She had the
appointment of all important positions; and there
were situations for none but her proteges and
admirers,"

Well-informed and full of liveliness and wit, she
added to the charms of youth and beauty the
charm of an intelligent mind; and the new favorite
strengthened in Louis XV's heart a growing
passion, performing again the miracle performed
by Jeanne-Antoinette Poisson, the miracle of never
wearying a fickle and inconstant man. She sur-
rounded his old age -with an intoxicating atmosphere
of joy and pleasure, making him forget his bereave-
ments and his anxieties.

Fond of literature, art and science, she could
converse on many subjects, and did so with a good
will that astonished the courtiers. The Louve-
ciennes castle, crowded with famous works of art,
became an idyllic retreat where the king loved to
stay; it was enriched by the talent of all the best
architects, painters and sculptors.

Choiseul regarded Mme Du Barry's ascension
as Maurepas had regarded the Marquise de
Pompadour's; doing his best to lay snares, and set
a redoubtable barrier before the ambitions of a
woman he loathed.

Two years passed in undercurrents of struggles
and skirmishes; then on 24th December 1770 an
unexpected and disconcerting denouement took
place.